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MINUTES 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL ELECTORS’ MEETING HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, 135 CANNING 

HIGHWAY, EAST FREMANTLE ON TUESDAY, 12 MAY 2026 

1 DECLARATION OF OPENING OF MEETING  

The Mayor opened the meeting at 6.02pm. 

PRESENT 

Mayor A Natale Presiding Member 

Cr S Boyd 

Cr R Cutter 

Cr J Harrington 

Cr L Maywood 

Cr A White 

Cr M Wilson 

 
Mr J Throssell Chief Executive Officer (CEO) 

Mr P Kocian Executive Manager Corporate Services (EMCS) 

Mr F Henderson Executive Manager Regulatory Services (EMRS)  

Ms J Scott Executive Manager Technical Services (EMTS) 

Ms J May Executive Assistant/Governance Officer (EA/GC) 

 

There were 12 electors in attendance. 

 

2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

“On behalf of the Council I would like to acknowledge the Whadjuk Nyoongar people as the traditional custodians of 

the land on which this meeting is taking place and pay my respects to Elders past, present and emerging.” 

 

3 APOLOGIES 

Cr Collinson 

Cr Brockmann 

 

4 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS ANNUAL ELECTORS’ MEETING  

 

Moved Pat Newton, seconded Ruth Ellis 

That the Minutes of the Annual Electors’ Meeting held on 29 January 2025 be received. 

CARRIED 
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5 MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION 

5.1 ANNUAL REPORT 2024-25 

 

Moved John Newton, seconded Damien Flynn 

That the 2024-25 Annual Report be received. 

CARRIED 

 

5.2 GENERAL BUSINESS 

 

5.2.1 DAMIEN FLYNN, ALLEN STREET 

Mr Flynn addressed the meeting requesting Council consider amending its Verge Policy. 

 

MOTION 1 

Moved Damien Flynn, seconded Jim O’Neill 

That the Verge Guidelines be amended to permit ratepayers to plant approved trees on verges, subject to these 
conditions 

• trees are to be those species and sizes approved by the Town  

• permission be sought by the Town to ensure underground services are not impacted 

• maintenance and watering of trees so planted be the responsibility of the ratepayer concerned 

• location of planting be approved by the Town. 
 
CARRIED 
 

  

5.2.2 RUTH ELLIS, FORTESCUE STREET  

Ms Ellis addressed the meeting regarding the AUKUS project and posed the following questions: 

1. In relation to AUKUS, will East Fremantle Council fully support and promote a Fremantle ‘Town Hall’ public 
meeting when it happens in the coming months, consistent with the 2025 motions? 

2.  Will the East Fremantle Council actively oppose the recommendations relating to School Engagements in the 
Perth South West Metropolitan Alliance - Building Defence Social Licence Report and any subsequent 
“initiatives, such as sponsoring STEM achievement awards…and visits to ships.”? 

3. Will East Fremantle Council request relevant data/information from the WA Gov relating to harmful industries 
and sponsorship of schools; and advocate on behalf of the community against militarism in education, and 
weapons companies’ sponsorship of school programs? 
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4. In light of the increasing amount of taxpayer funds spent on AUKUS in our community, will East Fremantle 
Council request the WA Government, promote peace education in our local schools- for the sake of our 
community well-being - especially our children? 

Mayor Natale advised that the CEO would provide a written response to the questions raised however commented 

that the Town had not formally endorsed the referenced report and whilst some of her opinions may be personally 

supported, local government (particularly East Fremantle) had a very limited role in this project. In saying this, the 

Town would assist in the promotion of public information events outside the Town. 

 

Mrs Newton commented that there should be no further burden placed on already overworked teachers.  Ms 

Taggart commented that students at a primary school closer to the site were already being briefed on the project.  

 

5.2.3 PHILLIP NOLAN, ANGWIN STREET  

Mr Nolan addressed the meeting regarding a lack of feedback regarding a potential risk reported to Council last year 

in relation to a building development on an adjoining property and queried the role of the Audit, Risk and 

Improvement Committee in considering such matters. 

MOTION 2 

Moved Phillip Nolan seconded Leanne Nolan 

That: 

1. Council publish clear guidelines for residents on what matters they can refer to the Audit, Risk and 
Improvement Committee. 

2. in relation to any risk matters raised by electors that the CEO provides a written response to the electors 
setting out any actions or the reasons for not adopting any action. 

3. the CEO provides a written response to an elector on what action has been taken if the elector has 
requested that a risk be advised to the Council’s underwriting insurer LGIS. 

 
CARRIED 
 

 

The CEO advised that: 

• the Town website would be reviewed in relation to current information on the role of the Audit, Risk and 

Improvement Committee. 

• although the public could attend meetings of this Committee, it was a Council appointed Committee to deal with 

strategic risk issues related to the Town’s operations and matters could not be introduced by members of the 

public. 

• residents were able to raise any potential risk issues with staff for investigation. 

5.2.4 JOANNE TAGGART, DALGETY STREET 

Ms Taggart raised the following questions regarding the unallocated parcels of land at East Fremantle Community 

Park which had been proposed to be the subject of an expressions of interest process in early 2025: 

1. What progress, if any, has been made in seeking expressions of interest? 

2. What criteria have, or will be proposed for the request and evaluation of the expressions of interest?  
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The CEO outlined reasons for the delay in commencing the EOI process and advised that as soon as a contractual 

issue related to the resurfacing of one of the land parcels had been resolved, resources would be allocated to begin 

the advertising process. 

5.2.5 CATRIONA CAMERON      GEORGE STREET 

Ms Cameron addressed the meeting in relation to improving the protection of mature trees on private property to 

preserve the urban tree canopy within the Town. 

 

MOTION 3 

Moved Catriona Cameron, seconded Amberlee Nicholas 

That the Town of East Fremantle adopts the WALGA Model Local Planning Policy – Tree Retention which 
provides protection for mature trees on private property by defining the removal of a regulated tree as “works” 
which require development approval. 
 
CARRIED 
 

 

The EMRS outlined recent changes to legislation regarding tree retention within the State and advised that work was 

currently underway to prepare a tree retention policy, (not the WALGA Model) which incorporated these latest 

changes. 

5.2.6 PAT NEWTON, ALEXANDRA ROAD 

Mrs Newton highlighted the difficult step down to the Fletcher Street carpark at East Fremantle Community Park for 

elderly visitors to the facility due to the extremely high kerb. 

 

The EMTS advised that this work was planned to be carried out this financial year. 

5.2.7 GORDON LEE, RIVERSIDE ROAD 

Mr Lee highlighted the fact rising costs were eroding funds to provide club facilities for the Fremantle Table Tennis 

Club and asked whether the EOI process for the parcels of land at the East Fremantle Community Park could be 

brought forward, perhaps excluding the land currently the subject of a lease.    

The CEO advised that it was potentially better to consider the total area of unallocated land to ensure the best mix 

of community and commercial use. 

5.2.8 JOANNE TAGGART, DALGETY STREET 

Ms Taggart queried whether there was any further traffic calming proposed for around the East Fremantle 

Community Park. 

The EMTS advised that work was currently underway to investigate existing and future traffic treatments in the 

vicinity of the Park.  

6 CLOSURE OF MEETING 

There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 7.11pm. 
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